Website Software Toolbox

“Filling Your Web Software Toolbox” by David Lewis, wastaken directly from “NetObj ects
Small Business Newsletter” for April, 2001.

The moreyou use your computer for Web stuff, the moreyou realize that therereally are
more things you need to be efficient beyond what comeswith it right out of thebox. From
design to filetransfer, there are lots of options.

Page/Site Design Tools

HTML Editors

FTP Clients

File Compression Tools

Graphics ApplicationgOptimizers
Additional 1nfo

Page/Site Design Tools

NetObjects Fusion 9.0

Well, gee, hmm, what would | usefor atool to build Web sites? Hmmm. How about
NetObjects Fusion? Gee, no surprisethere, right? With more of a design background than a
coding one, NetObjects Fusion at v2 wasthe choice for me. Still is! ;-)

Now, the newest version, NetObjects Fusion 9.0, isavailable.

e Download Trial of NetObjects Fusion version 8.0.

HTML Editor “When you want to get your handsdirty”

You can add codeto NetObjects Fusion many ways, but NetObjects Fuson isn'tan HTML
editor. If you need to add some custom stuff or just want to learn about what makes Web
pages work, there are many options and many favorites.

Homesite
My current favorite. When | do need to get my handsdirty, | alwaysfall back on my old
favorite, Homesite. I’veused it sincethe dayswhen thefull version fit on a floppy disk!

e General Info
e Trial Version

Notepad (Freein all versions of Windows)
Though it doesn’t come with any help filesrelating specifically to HTML, for quick and
dirty stuff, it’sgreat.



Arachnophelia
Thisisanother HTML editor that’sbeen around for alongtime. Lotsof neat featuresand
it’ssort of free.

e General Info
e Trial Version

CuteHTML
Yep, those“ cute’ folksare hereagain. Simple, yet efficient.

e General Info
e Trial Version

FTP (File Transfer Protocol Files) “ Uploading and managing files’

NetObjects Fusion 8.0 and 9.0 come with a built in FTP client that allowsyou to handlethe
basics such asfiletransfersand clean up.

CuteFTP
My personal favorite. I’ve used it for a number of yearsand for my FTP’ing needs. It
works great!

e General Info

GetRight
Not really a full-on FTP client, but it isa great tool for downloading Web and FTP sitesto
your local machine.

e General Info
e Trial Version

WSFTP
Thiswasthefirst FTP client | used way back in the old days of the Web. Just becauseit’s
been around for a whiledoesn’t mean it isn't worth alook. It idl

e General Info
e Trial Version

FTP Voyager

FTP Voyager uses a drag-and-drop interface and hasfeatures such as server-to-server
transfers, scheduling, and resume. They even have Finnish, French, German, Italian,
Japanese, and Spanish versions. Cool!

e General Info
e Trial Version

Absolute FTP



If you’'re comfortable with Windows Explorer, thismay be the FTP app for you.

e General Info
e Trial Version

File Compression Tools“Zipping It Up”

If you are sending filesto clients, or are putting large fileson your site, you really need to
Zip up and compress the files so they move acrossthe Internet faster. The old way of taking
care of thiswaswith DOS commands, "ick”, but since Windows 95 came out, zipping up
files has been pretty easy.

WinZip
Probably the grand daddy of Windows-based file compression tools, and the onel’ve used
since day one. WinZip is easy, quick and can handle virtually all your compression needs.

e General Info
e Trial Version

ZipM agic 2000
Unlike most file compression programs, ZipM agic allows you to accessfilesin their folders
asif they wereregular Windows folders. No need to uncompressto work with thefiles.

e General Info
e Trial Version

CuteZip
From the makers of CuteFTP, CuteZip offersfile compression and decompression likethe
other apps, but also adds 128-bit encryption when you really want stuff secure.

e General Info

Graphics Application/Optimizers“Making your own images and making them
efficient”

While NetObjects Fusion 9 comeswith awide variety of graphic styles, sometimes you just
need to create and optimize your own. My current favorites are M acromedia Fireworks and
Adobe Photoshop, but these guysaren’t cheap! If you arejust getting started, it’sa big-
budget expense. Having said that, there are tons of very good, yet very reasonably priced,
toolsto choose from.

Paintshop Pro
Likeflying first-class on an economy ticket, Paintshop Pro gives you Photoshop featuresat a
mor e easy-to-stomach price. Great application!

e General Info



e Trial Version
Adobe ImageReady
A Web-ready image production tool now integrated into Adobe Photoshop. | mageReady can
handle things well on its own too!

e General Photoshop Info

Ulead Gif Animator
Want to make some animated GIFs? Here'sa good start!

e General Info
e Trial Version

Additional Info Looking for some additional info, check out the excellent information in
the eFuse Design Section.

These arejust a sampling of what’ s available. For more examples and morereviews, try
these sites:

e The Slaughterhouse
Excellent listings of web resources, just a strange name. :-)

e Stroud’s Consummate Winsock Applications
With aname like “winsock” in thetitle, you know they’ve been around for along,
long while. An excellent collection of linksand reviews.

o Tucows
With local links all over theworld, you are virtually assured of a good download
near you.

Well, that should hold you for awhile, or at least fill up your hard drive! :-)

Disclaimer: Aswith any software, thereis alwaysarisk of it not working great on your
machine. So, downloaders, beware! You have been warned! :-)
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